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"Turkistan Collection" (full name "Collection of articles and works on the Turkestan region and Central Asia") 

[1] - from 1867 to 1939 on the history, culture, ethnography, geography, economy, social life and traditions of 

Turkestan and Central Asia. a collection of 594 volumes of printed materials pertaining to. The collection also 

includes materials about the region written in other parts of the world. It is the most comprehensive source 

available for the study of the region during this period, compiling published and manuscript materials. Some of 

the materials currently published are only available in this collection, as other copies were destroyed during 

wars and revolutions. 

Articles on the history of the Kokand Khanate in the "Turkistan Collection" play an important role in covering 

the social, economic, political and cultural history, ethnography and ethnic history of the Kokand Khanate. 

The articles in the collection are of great importance as they enrich the knowledge of the history of the Kokand 

Khanate and use unexplored sources as historical sources. Representatives of Russian and European missions 

visiting the Kokand Khanate, tourists and traders became interested in the history of Central Asia, and the 

material interest led them to a comprehensive study of the history of Central Asia. Therefore, we can see in the 

information about the Kokand Khanate given in the Turkestan collection that the information was not written by 

local historians. 

Although most of the information in the collection is in Russian, articles and works in English, German, French, 

Spanish, local Turkish (in Arabic in Uzbek) also play an important role. 

In particular, the "Turkistan Collection" contains more than 160 articles on the history of the Kokand Khanate in 

Russian, English, French, German and Uzbek. Most of the articles, ie more than 140, are in Russian. In addition, 

the collection includes 7 articles on the history of the Kokand Khanate in German, 8 in English, 2 in French and 

several in Uzbek in the Arabic alphabet. 

Articles on the history of the Kokand Khanate in the "Turkistan Collection" Memoirs of Russian and other 

foreign merchants, tourists, ambassadors and diplomats, articles and works on the history of Central Asia and 

neighboring regions published in periodicals, as well as local Uzbek language. consists of articles by 

intellectuals. 

In terms of content, the articles in the collection can be divided into ethnographic data, information on military 

history, socio-cultural, economic and political life, as well as information about popular uprisings. The main part 

of the articles in the collection consists of articles on military history and internal political processes of the 

khanate. The collection contains about 30 articles on military history, which can be divided into articles on the 

military situation and armaments of the Kokand Khanate [2] and the occupation of the khanate by the Russian 

Empire [3]. 
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Articles on the internal political processes of the khanate can also be divided into two groups, ie articles 

published in periodicals and articles written by representatives of merchants, tourists, ambassadors and 

diplomats who visited the khanate. While articles published in periodicals focus directly on domestic political 

processes [4], merchants, tourists, ambassadors and diplomats in their memoirs focus on the social, economic 

and cultural life of the khanate as well as political processes. 

The first volumes of the collection cover issues widely discussed in the press at the time, including the military 

campaign against Central Asia, its colonization, the country's economic potential, production capacity, 

governance, relations with the local population, natural resources, local lifestyle and the country's articles on 

economic resources, productive forces, history and ethnography of indigenous peoples. 

An article in the St. Petersburg newspaper Russkiy Invalid, Volume 2, pages 37-41 of the Turkistan Collection, 

shows the weapons seized as a result of the occupation of Tashkent, Shymkent, Jizzakh, Khojand and Uratepa, 

as well as Bukhara and Information on the military status and weapons of the Kokand Khanate was recorded [5]. 

In volume 23 of the collection we find information about the political, economic and social life of the Kokand 

khanate. In particular, important information on trade and political processes in the 40s of the XIX century is 

given [6]. 

Among the economic publications on the pages of the "Turkistan Collection" are, first of all, the state of trade 

and its prospects, trade relations with Russia and neighboring countries, ways, statistics, as well as mineral 

resources in the region, their deposits, traditions and opportunities, as well as crafts. special attention is paid to 

issues such as production, its types, industrial enterprises and the construction of railways. 

The collection also contains very interesting information about the history, culture, lifestyle, religion and 

customs of the khanate, land and water use, the traditional judicial and educational system, city life. 

The main purpose of the Russian Empire's military campaigns against the Kokand Khanate was to gain material 

wealth. For this reason, special attention is paid to finding and studying the natural resources of the country. 

Volume 52 of the Turkestan Collection contains important information about the oil fields of the Kokand 

Khanate, in particular, the May-Bulak oil field, 40 versts from Namangan. 

Volume 57 of the collection consists of articles on geography and statistics, and contains important information 

about the geographical areas, water basins and local ethnic groups in Central Asia, in particular, in the Kokand 

Khanate. 

 Volume 149 of the Turkistan Collection also contains illustrative materials on the Kokand Khanate, including 

the Kokand Khan's summer residence in Andijan, the gates of the Khansaid Palace in Andijan, the Mandalikhan 

Madrasa in Kokand, Khudoyarkhan's Kokand Palace in Kokand, the Kokand Khan's Palace in Kokand. 

receptions are described. 

 Volumes 423, 424, 425, 446, 467 of the "Turkistan Collection" contain articles in the old Uzbek language in the 

Arabic alphabet. Volumes 423, 446 and 467 of the collection contain important information about the activities 

of Kokand khans [8] and madrasas [9] in the old Uzbek language. The article "From the life of the Kokand 

khans" on pages 96-105 of volume 423 begins with the life of Sheralikhan among the nomadic Kyrgyz, the 

process of Sheralikhan's accession to the throne, his assassination by Muradbek and the enthronement of 

Khudoyorkhan by a Muslim. In addition, this article provides detailed information about Sheralikhan's wives 

and children. 

Volumes 446, on the activities of madrassas, contain the views of schoolchildren on new teaching methods and 

traditional teaching in madrassas in the early twentieth century. 
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In the works of Russian diplomats N.Potanin, A.P.Khoroshkhin, who visited the Kokand khanate, in the writings 

of VVVelyaminov-Zernov, who did not come to the khanate in person, but collected a lot of material during 

conversations with ambassadors and traders who went to Russia from here. unique information about the history 

of Much of the information they cite is not found even in the works of local historians. The reason for this is that 

Russian ambassadors and tourists have taken a very careful look at this country, which is unfamiliar to them. 

They were interested not only in the political administration and military situation of the khanate, but also in the 

economy, occupations, life, customs of the population, and reflected such information in their works as much as 

possible. That is why the works of Russian ambassadors and tourists are among the unique sources. The 

collection includes works by about 30 ambassadors and tourists. 

Thus, the "Turkistan Collection" can serve as a comprehensive source for anyone interested in the history, 

economy, trade and ethnology of the occupation of the Kokand Khanate. 

The Turkestan Collection plays an important role in the study of the history of the Kokand Khanate. The pages 

of the collection contain important information covering ethnographic, economic, political, social and cultural 

life. Without this information it is impossible to cover the history of the khanate completely and in detail. 
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